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corner-stone of the monument was laid. The ad-
dress on the character of Washington, to an Amer-
ican the most dangerous of great and well-worn
topics, is of a high order of eloquence. The theme
appealed to Mr. Webster strongly and brought out
his best powers, which were peculiarly fitted to do
justice to the noble, massive, and dignified char-
acter of the subject. The last of these addresses,
that on the addition to the Capitol, was in a pro-
phetic vein, and, while it shows but little diminu-
tion of strength, has a sadness even in its splendid
anticipations of the future, which makes it one of
the most impressive of its class. All those which
have been mentioned, however, show the hand of
the master and are worthy to be preserved in the
volumes which contain the noble series that began
in the early flush of genius with the brilliant ora-
tion in the Plyraouth church, and closed with the
words uttered at Washington, under the shadow
of the Capitol, when the light of life was fading
and the end of all things was at hand.